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Watch Later

Beans

92 mins | Canada | 2020

Director: Tracey Deer

Recommended Ages: 14+

Live Q&A: Saturday, March 13 - 5pm ET
Language: English

In the summer of 1990, Beans, a sweet and studious twelve-y

Mohawk girl, is suddenly forced to grow up fast and become

warrior when a land occupation battle creates a fierce stand-of

her indigenous community and the government. Torn between inr

childhood and reckless adolescence, she struggles to build her o\

amidst the chaos of the uprising and the injustice of a world that sees her as
different even in her own land. Will she succumb to the pressures of a
society intent on bringing her down? Or will she rise up to assert her
strength and character? Recommended ages 14+

(® Watch Later

Q&A with Director Tracey Deer
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@ Watch Later

< The Bears' Famous Invasion

82 mins | France, Italy | 2019

Director: Lorenzo Mattotti
Recommended Ages: 10+
Language: French
Subtitle: English

Based on the Italian book and beautifully animated in warm Meditteranean
colors and bold shapes, this feature from Cannes is a whimsical allegory.
Our narrators, an old storyteller and his young apprentice, the delightful
Almeria, frame this wondrous tale of the great bear king Léonce and his
clan. To find his lost son Tonino and food to survive the winter, he leads
them down from the mountains and into the world of humans. The bears
and humans exist together in peace - for a time. Recommended ages 10+

(® Watch Later Vote
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Watch Later

Bulado

88 mins | Netherlands | 2020

Director: Eché Janga

Recommended Ages: 12+

Live Q&A: Sunday, March 14 - 2pm ET
Languages: Papiamento, Dutch
Subtitle: English

Headstrong Kenza lives with her father Ouira and grandfather Weljo on a
beautifully situated plot of land that doubles as a car wrecking yard on the
coast of Curacao. Father and son are opposites: Ouira is a no-nonsense
police officer with an eye toward the future, while Weljo finds meaning in
the past through the spirituality of his African ancestors and the island’s
native inhabitants. Meanwhile, eleven-year-old Kenza seeks to find her own
place, and identity. Her search takes flight as she gravitates toward the
mystical traditions of her grandfather. Recommended ages 12+

(® Watch Later Vote

Q&A with Director Eché Janga
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@ Watch Later

< Calamity

83 mins | France, Denmark | 2020

Director: Rémi Chaye

Recommended Ages: 8+

Live Q&A: Sunday, March 7 - 2pm EST
Language: French

Subtitle: English

It's 1863 and 12-year-old Martha Jane and her family are headed West
across the United States in search of a better life. After her father is hurt in
a serious accident, she takes charge of her siblings and learns to drive the
family wagon. Utterly practical and bold, Martha Jane trades her
constricting skirts for the ease of boys breeches and never looks back. Her
unconventional style and brazenness don't sit well with the pioneer
community, and when the leader of the convoy wrongly accuses her of
theft, she must run away to find proof of her innocence. In the Wild, she
discovers herself and a world which shapes her into the mythical and

mysterious Calamity Jane. Recommended ages 8+

(® Watch Later

Q&A with Director Rémi Chayé
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@ Watch Later

< City of Ghosts

61 mins | United States | 2021

Director: Elizabeth Ito
Recommended Ages: 5+

Live Q&A: Friday, March 5 - 8pm EST
Language: English

Inspired by writer/director Elizabeth Ito’'s experience growing up as a yonsei
—or fourth-generation Japanese American—City of Ghosts is a
documentary-style series featuring a charming blend of live-action settings
populated by animated characters, many voiced by real residents
recounting their own stories. Each episode follows the Ghost Club as they
learn about the rich history of the multicultural neighborhoods of LA
through encounters with friendly ghosts. City of Ghosts premieres on
Netflix on March 5, 2021.

Play (® Watch Later
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Curtain Up!

69 mins | United States | 2019

Directors: Hui Tong, Kelly Ng
Recommended Ages: 8+

Live Q&A: Saturday, March 13 - 2pm ET
Languages: English, Mandarin

Subtitle: English

All energy and opinion, 5th grader William seems excited to burst beyond
his constraints, while his classmate Charlotte, a measured thinker, admits
that sometimes it's easier to be scared than happy. But both students adore
their theater class and are set to have a transformative final year of
elementary school. This award=winning documentary follows a 5th grade
class at PS 124 in New York City's Chinatown as they prepare for a big
musical production of "Frozen Kids" and begin to discover their identities.
Behind the scenes, nervous excitement and flubbed lines goofiness brushes
up against stereotypes, family expectations, and post-graduation
uncertainties. Through rehearsing for this American favorite, the young
actors grapple with their Asian roots. Will they have to let something go?
Recommended ages 8+

|

Play [ Watch Later
|

Q&A with Filmmakers and Subjects

Ej&éb%ﬁ%m ewvorx | Council on NYC — THE NEW YORK
:ARTS wyoRk | Cou @l( COMMUNITY NETFLIX

the Arts Modia & HUMANITIES
Entertainment NEW YORK

TRUST

ansgov

view film page at



https://nyicff.org/programs/curtain-up/

& New York International Childre X 4

&~ @ festival.nyicff.org/view/601c1b13b0f3fe11d115294d

@ Watch Later

< The Fantastic Journey of Margot &
Marguerite

90 mins | France | 2020

Director: Pierre Corée
Recommended Ages: 10+
Language: French
Subtitle: English

Marguerite and Margot have a lot in common: both are 12 years old and
missing their fathers. The one big difference? One lives in 1942, the other in
2020. Or at least that's the case until the discovery of a magical trunk in an
attic that sends them traveling through time. Margot and Marguerite have
something else in common: their father is no longer there, one vanished
during World War I, the other is not living at home. With 70 years apart,
they're embarking in a wild adventure to find their present, explore history
and their families’ memories, and not least of all manage the transition to

becoming teens! Recommended ages 10+

® Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< Flora and Ulysses Special Event
Q&A

41 mins

Director: Lena Khan
Recommended Ages: (Film is rated PG)

Comic book fan Flora saves a squirrel whose superhero powers bring hope
and wonder to her family.

Directed by Lena Khan and based on the Newbery Award-winning book by
Kate DiCamillo, Flora & Ulysses is a superhero movie for the whole family!
Watch the film on Disney+ then join us March 11th for this special Q&A with
the director and author joining us live. Rated PG

Play (® Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< Jackie & Oopjen

91 mins | Netherlands | 2020

Director: Annemarie van de Mond
Recommended Ages: 8+
Language: Dutch

Subtitle: English

Twelve-year-old Jackie has made Amsterdam’s world famous Rijksmuseum
her second home since her mother is always busy at her job there. As Jackie
wanders the museum after hours, Oopjen Coppit, the woman depicted in
Rembrandt’s famous 1634 painting, suddenly steps out of the canvas and
into the middle of the gallery. Used to keeping her cool and problem solving,
Jackie instantly decides to take Oopjen under her wing and help her search
for her missing sister. Oopjen, a woman from the Golden Age, finds the 21st
century to be a big adventure while Jackie finally finds a true friend.
Recommended ages 8+

® Watch Later
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Watch Later

The Legend of Hei

102 mins | China | 2019

Director: MTJJ Mutou
Recommended Ages: 9+
Language: English

With an inky black coat, adorable mewl, and eyes as big as saucers, Xiao
Hei is the cutest feline around. But don't let his good looks fool you, he's
more than just a cat. When he meets up with a motley band of spirit-
creatures and human-like beings with superhuman powers, Hei finds that
he, too, is a spirit and shapeshifts from cat to kid form. His new friends train
and challenge him in the warrior spirit arts, with the pressing goal of saving
their beloved forest from developers destroying it in this lushly rendered
tale. Evoking Studio Ghibli's ecological fables, The Legend of Heiis a
winsome combination of heart, soul, fantasy, and an extraordinary

adventure. Recommended ages 9+
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Watch Later

Magic Light Celebration

Playlist Duration: 00:51:52

The winner of audience awards at NYICFF year after year, Magic Light
Pictures gets a full spotlight this year as we feature their newest film, Zog
and the Flying Doctors, and offer a much-requested encore of the 2021
Oscar-shortlisted animation The Snail and The Whale. Recommended ages

3 L

This playlist includes:
Zog & The Flying Doctors

The Snail and the Whale

Play @ Watch Later

Q&A with Directors Max Lang & Daniel Snaddon
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@ Watch Later

< The Mitchells vs. the Machines
Sneak Peek of Footage & Q&A

66 mins | 2021

Director: Michael Rianda
Recommended Ages: (Film is rated PG)
Live Q&A: March 14 @ 5pm ET

Missed our special sneak peek and behind the scenes Q&A? Watch it here
now! Please note this program is not the film.

Directed by Michael Rianda, THE MITCHELLS VS. THE MACHINES is an
original animated comedy from Sony Pictures Animation and Netflix about
an everyday family's struggle to relate while technology rises up around the
world! When Katie Mitchell (voiced by Abbi Jacobson), a creative outsider,
is accepted into the film school of her dreams, her plans to meet “her
people” at college are upended when her nature-loving dad Rick (voiced by
Danny McBride) determines the whole family should drive Katie to school
together and bond as a family one last time.

Play ® Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< Moominvalley: The Hobgoblin
Trilogy

Playlist Duration: 01:05:44

This playlist includes:
Moominvalley: The Hobgoblin's Hat
Moominvalley: Thingumy & Bob

Moominvalley: The Trial

Play | @ Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< My Dad is a Heel Wrestler

112 mins | Japan | 2018

Director: Kyohei Fujimura
Recommended Ages: 9+
Language: Japanese
Subtitle: English

9-year-old Shota's dad was a star, top-tier pro wrestler

injuries dropped him to the kitschy B-league of wrestlin

dad is still number one, until one day he makes the shock

his father is not a hero wrestler but Cockroach, the “heel”

everyone loves to hate. Can Shota's father take off his

there are more important things than saving face? Can

heroes don't always don the guise we think? Find out in this heart-wa
body- slamming, smile-inducing tale that lights up the ring. Recommen
ages 9+

@ Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< Nahuel and the Magic Book

98 mins | Chile, Brazil | 2019

Director: German Acuia
Recommended Ages: 8+

Live Q&A: Saturday, March 6 - 7pm ET
Language: Spanish

Subtitle: English

Life in Nahuel's seaside town revolves around the ocean, which makes his
fear of water a challenge. What's worse, he can't help his fisherman father
on his boat. One day, Nahuel finds a magical book, the Levisterio, that
seems to offer a solution to this problem. But a dark sorcerer is after the
book and captures Nahuel's father to set a trap. Guided by Fresia, a
shaman's daughter, Nahuel journeys to rescue his father and find courage
from within. Recommended ages 8+

Not Available @ Watch Later

Q&A with Director German Acuna
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@ Watch Later

Raya and the Last Dragon

58 mins | United States | 2021

Directors: Don Hall, Carlos Lopez Estrada
Recommended Ages: Rated PG
Language: English

Missed our live Q&A with the cast and crew? Watch it now! Please note thi'§ =
program is the Q&A only. Watch the film, now streaming, on Disney+.

In a realm known as Kumandra, a re-imagined Earth inhabited by an ancient

civilization, a warrior named Raya is determined to find the last dragon.

1

Play | (® Watch Later Vote
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@ Watch Later

< Sisters: The Summer We Found Our
Superpowers

79 mins | Norway | 2020

Directors: Silje Salomonsen, Arild @stin Ommundsen
Recommended Ages: 7+

Language: Norwegian

Subtitle: English

Vega, 9, and her wild sister Billie, 5, are going on an overnight outdoors hike
in the lush Norwegian woods. The trip is full of exciting climbs, silly jokes

and happy trekking until Dad pulls one acrobatic stunt too many, falling into ﬁ"

a cave and injuring his leg badly. Unable to move, he asks Vega and-BiIIi'e';V‘ it
get help. Anxiously retracing their steps, they know that everything :

depends on them now, as Vega tries to keep them focused on the goal
despite setbacks, surprises, and Billie’s many distractions. They bravely - -

face their fears, discover their superpowers, and find strength in their

sisterhood. Recommended ages 7+

(® Watch Later
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Watch Later

Shorts for Tots

47 mins | 2021
Recommended Ages: 3+

Share your love of cinema with your little ones with Shorts for Tots curated
to charm and delight our youngest viewers, ages 3+, in their very first
screen experiences. Little Emi in The Yogi Walrus craves ice cream and
always wants more, but learning to savor is the cherry on top. Meanwhile, in
Kenya's Symphony, a stubborn 5-year-old reluctantly heads off to a
performance with her mom, but when the music starts, will a passion
bloom? Young Mido wants to be part of the band, but needs to adjust his
wild and wooly style amidst a troupe of cool creatures in Mido and the
Instrumals.

@ Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< Short Films One

83 mins

Recommended Ages: 5+

2 BB 1 R ' B % 1 8B | & 1 F A I B
For ages 5 and up, Short Films 1 features films filled with wonder, whimsy, & A r i L WI 3 U N t 3 " U R I e
and awe to deepen kids' growing appreciation for cinema through an ' B # m =
inventive range of storytelling approaches. A tiny story with a big tale of 2 | ' , %;
acceptance at its heart, Tulip captures a wondrous world in miniature f iy '
through its meticulously crafted stop-motion animation. You'll be equally B | l

dazzled when the magic of kindness takes center stage in To: Gerard, the
new Oscar short-listed film from DreamWorks. And if kooky tales are what
you're craving, you'll flip your lid over the hilariously absurd split
personalities of Matilda and the Spare Head.
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Watch Later

Short Films Two

92 mins
Recommended Ages: 8+

With shorts for ages 8+, Short Films 2 audiences are ready for deeper
themes and multilingual films with English subtitles. Stop motion equals
nonstop action in Wild Lea, as a feral Colombian cat goes from lonely to
loved, but can she learn to settle down with her new makeshift family? And
when Parisian Vanille is forced to spend the summer with her auntie in
Guadeloupe, she just may realize that big city ways are not nearly as
spirited as she discovers her Carribean roots and uncovers a big mystery. In
the doc Dear Future Me, 6th graders wrote letters to their future selves;
fast-forward to 2020 when the now 12th graders re-read them with
alternately surprising, bittersweet, and hilarious results.

@ Watch Later Vote
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@ Watch Later

< Heebie Jeebies

57 mins
Recommended Ages: 10+

Heebie Jeebies--a program of slightly spooky, always offbeat short films--
has been a Festival favorite at NYICFF for many a (full!) moon, but this year
we're thrilled to have inspired a short film named after us, or at least we'll
take the credit for it! Find what all the frightful fun is about it when five girls
realize the ghost stories they trade around a campfire may make them jump
in more ways than one in A Night in Camp Heebie Jeebie. Kids and kittens
can join in on some Hitchcock-style suspense in the caterwauling, darkly
humorous peeping tomcat tale The Scream. If you haven't gotten your fill of
creepy felines, follow along for a cliffhanger and see who wins the dark
battle in Cats Vs Progress.

@ Watch Later
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@ Watch Later

< Girls' POV

81 mins

Recommended Ages: 10+ a0 B ﬂﬂw o W ‘ U H i u “w h W - L

Girls' POV celebrates short films about strong girls from around the world, T 8 \ .
through their own distinctive points of view. The intrepid and insightful girls F B
of this 2021 slate aren’t afraid of exploration, be it through the sometimes” L

rough waters of friendship, the challenges of climate, or through artistic

experimentation. The girls in Under the Skin hold their breath_ttaiﬁngﬁkﬁ ,
synchronized swimming meet while navigating the twists and turns of
competitive friendships. In Sol, a resilient mother races to teach her’ \ .

daughter all that she knows to weather the effects of climate change.

Father and daughter bond over their indigenous roots and art in -ﬁ’ ’ |
OTANIMM/ONNIMM, a lovely and loving film with a'range of inventive -b |
animation and photographic techniques. -

s el GTRLS’ POV GIRLS’ POV GIRLS’ POV GIRL

sony! GIRLS’ POV GIRLS’ POV GIRLS’ POV GIRL
GIRLS’ POV GII
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@ Watch Later

< Becoming Ourselves: Breaking the
Binary

53 mins | 2021

These films explore identity beyond gender binaries, as queer kids shape | Lﬁ J ﬂ l L

their own ideas of who they are, finding possibilities of joy and community

along the way. Discover powerful connections to the past when long-hidden
histories are revealed in the Oscar-shortlisted Kapaemahu. Or break %
through distance and discomfort in The Name of the Son to find unexpected \‘-3.;'_" L
closeness to family. Create new relationships to yourself, your body, and
others through sports in the short doc Joy Run. | ¥
Not Available (® Watch Later 1 B -
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@ Watch Later

Celebrating Black Stories

91 mins | 2021
Recommended Ages: 10+

Black stories rightfully take the spotlight at NYICFF, as we highlight films
that share the joy, determination, resilience and complexity of Black youth
in a range of genres and styles. The films in this program are featured
throughout our festival shorts programs and also available here in this
curated program, underscoring the vibrancy of Black storytelling and
allowing audiences to consider these works together in dialogue. In Ice
Breakers, Josh Crooks is a young, gifted African-Canadian hockey player in
an overwhelmingly white sport. But as he hones his talents he also
discovers his passion is tied to a remarkable, though buried, heritage of
Black athletes who helped pioneer modern hockey. Glowing in warm light
and an attentive camera, Black Boy Joy is a beautifully filmed story of father
and grandfather as they raise their young son with autism. Finally, in Broken
Bird, we follow Birdie, a biracial girl raised by her Jewish mom, who spends
a rare day with her father while preparing for both her Bat Mitzvah and
stepping into adulthood on her own terms.

(® Watch Later

Q&A with the Director of Broken Bird
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